Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



Ur«/>^13S"1 • 07 



Saibarti College 3.ibrars 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

i 



1 ^^^^^^^^^ I 



r 



I 

^ 



•1 



o 
PROVISIONAL REGULATIONS 



FOR 



SABER EXERCISE 



UNITED STATES ARMY 



1907 












V 



^-\ 



1- '^ 









WASHINGTON 

OOVBRNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

1907 



'^-^^^'^^A^ \2^S9,0y ' 



'' FEB 21190?'' 



WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Document No. 286. 
OSice of the Chief of Staff. 



MEMORANDUM. 

Regimental, squadron, and troop commanders will submit to the 
Chief of Staff, not later than June 30, 1907, any suggestions with 
reference to these Provisional Regulations for Saber Exercise which 
ill their opinion would add to their value. 

J. F. Bell, 
Brigadier General, Chief of Staff, 

3 



k. 



4 



1 



i 



i 



!> 



> 



PROVISIONAL REGULATIONS 



^\ 



r:'c 



FOR 



SABER EXERCISE 



UNITED STATES ARMY 



1907..>.-''. ' 



r^"^ 



•*' 









A '-• ^a.^.- UJa.-t-d L[at. 



WASHINGTON 

OOVBRNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

1907 



\ 



tr 



'vooa^ \ZS9,oy 



■' .4 'V ( i ,'■ '■ 'I 







X 



'^- 



EB 211907 



WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Document No. 286. 
0#cc o/tlie Chief qf Staff. 



MEMORANDUM. 

Regimental, squadron, and troop commanders will submit to the 
Chief of Staff, not later than June 30, 1907, any suggestions with 
reference to these Provisional Regulations for Saber Exercise which 
in their opinion would add to their value. 

J. F. Bell, 
Brigadier Generaly Chief of Staff , 



War Department, 
Office of the Chief of Staff, 

Washingtoriy July 15, 1906. 
These Provisional Regulations for Saber Exercise embrace the 
Manual of the Saber and the Saber Exercises on foot and mounted. 
With a view to securing uniformity thruout the Army, these 
regulations shall be the exclusive guide in the subjects of which 
they treat. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 

J. F. Bell, 
Brigadier General, Chief of Staff, 
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REGULATIONS FOR SABER EXERCISE. 



GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

1. Exercises with the saber demand complete control of the body 
and serve not only to develop skill with that weapon but also to 
stimulate the mental qualities, such as coolness and presence of 
mind| courage, confidence, and quick decision in moments of 
danger. 

3* The instruction is divided into (1) the school of saber exercise; 
and (2) exercises at will, or assault. 

In tne school exercises the preparatory movements, the cute, 
thruste, parries, and simple combinations thereof are taught. Pre- 
cision and uniformity in the execution of the various exercises 
should be insisted upon. At first the exercises will be taught in 
detail or by the numbers in order that the instructor may correct 
faulty execution. The caution By the numbers, or Without the num- 
bers, will be given as may be required. The exercises, as a rule, 
will be confined to those executed at command, frequent short 
rests should be given. 

3* In the exercises at will the various movemente, cute, thruste, 
parries, and combinations are linked together in a bout or rounds 
suitable action depending on the conduct of the opponent. Fre- 
quent practice at will, with different opponente and against various 
weapons, is necessary to establish skill in the use of the saber and 
the resulting confidence in the weapon. 

4* The mental and physical qualities of each man must be taken 
into account, and much will depend upon the personality of the 
instructor. The latter should by all means prevent the exercises 
from drifting into a perfunctory performance of the movemente; 
higher authority should stimulate interest by arranging for com- 
petitions. 

5. The first requisite for successful instruction in saber exercise 
is the existence in each organization of a sufiScient number of com- 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

1. Exercises with the saber demand complete control of the body 
and serve not only to develop skill with that weapon but also to 
stimulate the mental qualities, such as coolness and presence of 
mind, courage, confidence, and quick decision in moments of 
danger. 

3* The instruction is divided into (1) the school of saber exercise; 
and (2) exercises at will, or assault. 

In the school exercises the preparatory movements, the cuts, 
thrusts, parries, and simple combinations thereof are taught. Pre- 
cision and uniformity in the execution of the various exercises 
should be insisted upon. At first the exercises will be taught in 
detail or by the numbers in order that the instructor may correct 
faulty execution. The caution By the numbers, or Without the num- 
bers, will be given as may be required. The exercises, as a rule, 
will be confined to those executed at command. Frequent short 
rests should be given. 

3. In the exercises at will the various movements, cuts, thrusts, 
parries, and combinations are linked together in a bout or round, 
suitable action depending on the conduct of the opponent. Fre- 
quent practice at will, with different opponents and against various 
weapons, is necessary to establish skill in the use of the saber and 
the resulting confidence in the weapon. 

4* The mental and physical qualities of each man must be taken 
into account, and much will depend upon the personality of the 
instructor. The latter should by all means prevent the exercises 
from drifting into a perfunctory performance of the movements; 
higher authority should stimulate interest by arranging for com- 
petitions. 

5. The first requisite for successful instruction in saber exercise 
is the existence in each organization of a sufficient number of com- 
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10 DESCRIPTION OF THE SABER, ETC. 

petent instructan. When such are lacking, classes should be 
lormed of officers and noncommissioned officers to undergo instruc- 
tion by selected officers or others who have mastered the subject. 

6, Instruction is given to squads of from four tb twelve men, 
arranged at first in one line with intervals, and afterwards in two 
lines racing each other. A noncommissioned officer will be assigned 
to each squad as assistant instructor. An officer, as instructor, 
supervises the course of one or more squads. For the purpose of 
exercise, larger groups of men may be formed with distances 
(par. 13). 

The qualifications of assistant instructors should be tested before 
they are assigned to squads. 

The education of the mounted soldier in swordsmanship is based 
on thoro instruction dismounted. With this foundation 
the good rider can, after a few lessons, be advanced to the 
mounted exercises at will. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE SABER AND OTHER MEANS 

OF INSTRUCTION. 

7. For instruction and exercise the regulation saber will 
be used whenever practicable. When the men are ar- 
ranged in two lines, and in the exercises at will, masks, 
sp>ecial sabers, plastrons, and padded right-hand gauntlets 
will be necessary. 

8. The saber is a cutting and thrusting weapon consist- 
ing of two pieces, namely, the blade and the hilt 

The blade has the following parts: Edge, false edge, back, 
grooves, point, and tang. From hilt to point it may be con- 
sidered as divided into three equal portions, namely, the 
heavy, middle, and light 
The hilt includes the gripe, guard, pommel, and base. 
The scabbard consists of the body, tip, bands, rings, and 
springs. 
The saber knot consists of tassel, strap, and sliding loops. 
jpijg I 9. The special saber has a blade of tough wood and re- 
sembles the regulation saber in shape and length; or, a 
thin blade of steel with the end cut off square and padded with 
buckskin may be used. When special sabers are not available the 
exercise may be held with single sticks. These are about 3} feet 
lone, three-quarters to 1 inch in diameter at the hilt, and taper 
slightly toward the point. A disk of sheet iron or stiff leather 







DEFINITIONS. 11 

should be secured so as to protect the hand. The proper balance 
may be given by loading the gripe with lead. 

A target or dummy may be formed of a post about SJ feet high, 
padded so as to be about 20 inches in diameter. The top will rep- 
resent the head; a painted ring 10 inches from the top will indicate 
the shoulders, and another, 2 feet lower down, the waist. 

DEFINITIONS. 

10. The riff hi and left sides of the gripe are the right and left 
sides thereof in the position of carry saber. 

The hand is in tierce when it holds the gripe, back of the hand 
up; in carte, when it holds the gripe, back of the hand down. 

The ^pe is held in full grasp when the fingers inclose it and the 
thumb IS extended along its back. 

Distance is the term applied to the amount of space separating two 
combatants. 

(1) Normal distance, when either combatant can reach the 

other with the point of his saber at lunge. At guard 
the sabers would cross near the forward end of the 
middle third of the blades. 

(2) Short distance, when the adversary can be reached without 

a lunge. 

(3) Long distance, when a step in advance and a lunge are 

necessary. 

(4) Out of distance, any distance greater than (3). 

The directing line is the imaginary line passing thru the left heels 
of the combatonts. 

The plane of combat is the vertical plane thru the directing line. 

Engagement is the crossing of sabers by opponents, blades edge to 
edge, touching 8 to 12 inches from the point. 

An opening is any uncovered portion of the body from the head to 
the hips. 

An incite is the intentional offering of an opening with a view to 
inducing the opponent to attack. 

Binding results from pressure against the opposing blade, the ob- 
ject being to offer or procure an opening. 

Feints are simulated cuts or thrusts made with a view to inducing 
a parry and uncovering of the real Jpoint of attack. They are sim- 
ple, double, etc., accordmg to the number of movements. 

The return is the counter attack, made instantly after parrying the 
adversary's attack. 



PART I. - 

SABER EXERCISE ON FOOT. 

Article 1. 

preliminary movements and preparatory exercises without 

SABERS. 

11. The instruction without sabers develops in the men the 
proper elaaticitjr, activity, and poise, without wnich the attainment 
of proficiency in swordsmanship is impossible. The importance of 
the leg movenients is equal to that of the saber exercises, and they 
usually are mastered with greater diflBculty. Therefore, before 
beginning work with the saber the men should be drilled in the 
leg movements until they execute them properly and gracefully. 
These exercises should be frequently repeated, because they confirm 
the men in the correct attitude and anord an excellent gymnastic 
exercise, increasing their strength and improving their baring. 

To Take Interval. 

12* Being in rank at the halt: 1. To the right {left) take interval 

2. MARCH, ^. Squad, 4, HALT. 

At the command march, all face to the right, and the first man 
steps off, followed in succession by the others at 3 yards. At the 
command halt, given when the last man has 3 yards, all halt and 
face to the front. 

To assemble: 1. To the right (left) assemble, 2. MARCH. The 
right man stands fast; at the command march, the others face to the 
right, step oif , close up, halt in their places and face to the front. 

To Take Distance. 

13. Being in rank at the halt: 1. Front take distance, 2. MARCH, 

3. Squad, 4. HALT. At the command march. No. 1 moves straight 

12 



SABER EXERCISE ON FOOT. 13 

to the front; Nos. 2, 3, and 4 similarly move off in soccessioii at 
3 yards. The command halt should be given when No. 4 has his 
distance. 

Toassemhle; 1. Form, 2 HAKK. No. 1 stands fast: the others, 
at the command rank, move up into their places. 

14. The normal interval (par. 12) and the normal distance 
(par. 13) ia 3 yards. To take greater or less interval or distance, 
add at (bo many) yards to the lirat command. 

15. The equad having taken interval or 
distance, the instructor cautions: Leg 
morementa, and commands: 

Half face to the left and quickly place 
the right heel in front of and asamst the 
left heel, the feet forming a rijjbt an^le, 
with the right foot pointing straight to the 
original front; place the hands on the hips, 
fingers to the front, thumbs to the rear. 
Theahouldersremainequare, chestBlightly 
espanded, head erect and turned to the 
original front, (TItfO) Baisetheright foot 
about 1 inch, advance it quickly about 
onc« and a half it^ length to the front, and 
plajit itsmartly. The feet remain neariy 
at right angles to each other, knees equally 
bent: lowerl^s vertical; trunk erect, rest- 
ing lightlyonthe hips and bearing equally pjg .^ par. 15. 
on the legs; head erect and square to the 

front; right shoulder advanced and left shoulder refused, without 
restraint. . TAi» ia th» position of guard without arms. 

ATTEMTIOK. 

Take the position of the soldier. 

14. The following movements are executed from the position of 
guard: 

ADtAMCE. 

At the command ad— ranee, the right foot is quickly moved tor- 
ward onc» its length and is promptly lollo wed by the left foot for the 
same distance. 

In executing these and all other leg movements the men must be 
instrncted to use the legs only and not the body; for this reason the 
body must rest lightly on the faipe. In the advance the weight is 
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quickly, but hardly perceptibly, transferred to the left leg. The 
nght foot, just clearing the ground, is forced forward by a slight 
extension and takes up the weight the moment it is placed on the 
ground, but without an^ inclination of the trunk. The left leg is 
brought up and the position of guard is resumed. 
17. RETIRE. 

At the command re-^tire, move the left foot to the rear once its 
length, and follow quickly with tbe right, resuming Uie position of 
guard. The ball of the rkht foot is the 
laBt to leave the ground. The feet 
should be r^sed just enough to clear 
the ground; if raised higher the posi- 
tion of the body will be disturbed, 
18. 1. Front, 2. PASS. 
Advance the left foot once and a half 
ila length to the front of the right foot; 
then advance the right foot, resumii^ 

19.' 1. ffeor. 2. PASS. 

Move the right foot once and a half 
its length to the rear of the left foot; 
then carry back the left foot, resaming 

20." 1. Right, 2. VOLT. 

Face to the right, turning on the ball 
of tbe right foot; at the iame time 
carry the left foot to its proper posi- 
tion, resuming guard. 
ai. 1. Left, 2. VOLT. 
Fig. 3, Par. 24. Face to the left, turning on the ball 

of the right foot; at the same time 
carry the left foot to its proper position, resuming guard. 
aa. 1. To the Left, 2. TRAVERSE. 

Move the left foot once its length to the left and 2 inches to the 
front; then quickly move the right foot halt its length to the left 
and 2 inches to the front, resummg guard. 
23. 1. To the Right. 2. TRAVEHSE. 

Move the right foot half its length to the right and 2 inches to the 
iront; follow with the left foot once its let^h to the r^ht and 2 
tnches to the front, resuming ^uard. 

Tbe traverses are used to circle around an enemy or to conform 
.to his movements, 



SABER EXERCISE ON FOOT. IS 

34. 1. EXTiKD. 

At the command ex-^tend, quickly atm^jhten the left leg, bend 
the right knee until it is vertically over the toea, and incline the 
body slightly to the front; the weight is on the right leg. At the 
command guard, resume that position., 

35. I. luiieE. 

BeiDK in the position of guard, at the command lunge, advance 
the rignt foot once and a half its length and plant it firmly, the 
lower leg vertical, thigh nearly horizontal. The left leg is stiffly 
Btraightened, left foot Sat on the ground; the feet are neafly at right 
angles to each other, heels on a 
line perpeDdicular to the front; 
body inclined slightly forward; 
shoulders back, head erect and 
turned to the front At the 
command guard, quickly bead 
theleftknee,slightlyBtraigh ten 
the right, raise the right heel, 
draw back the right le^, and 
finnlv resume the position of 

Beingin the positionof lunge, 
the instructor may commaud 
1. First 2. eXEHCISe. At the 
command exercise, straighten 
the right leg forcibly, keeping 
the left leg straight; then re- 
sume position of lunge. Repeat 
at the commands ONE, TWO. 

The interval between straight- Fig < Par ai 

ening and bending should be 

only long enough to admit of thoro action. Continual motion ren- 
ders the joints supple, but long pauwes between motions only serve 
to stiffen them. Resume guard or attention at command. 

The instructor may also command 1. Second, 2. EXERCISE. At 
the command exercise, straighten the ri^ht leg and bend the left; 
then straighten the left and bend the right, resuming lunge. Re- 
peat at the commands 0/IE, TWO. The knees must be well prest 
thru each time; the fei-t remain flat on the ground. These exer- 
cises should be had at the beginning anil the end of each lesflon. 
Be«ume guard or attention atcomniand. 

36. As the movementa and exercises are mastered the instructor 
will order them to be executed in combination with preceding oneH, 
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until finally all the movements are executed in quick succession. 
The intervals between commands will be no longer than is necessary 
for the execution of movements, and the instructor will vary the 
order of movements as much as possible. Combinations of move- 
ments may be arranged at the discretion of the instructor, the exe- 
cution to begin at a command or signal. At this sta^e of the instruc- 
tion the men should frequently be formed in two Imes facing each 
other, with a distance of about two yards between the lines; one line 
is named No. 1, the other No. 2. This will afford opportunity for 
mutual observation and for alternation in the rests. 

When a movement is to be executed by one of the lines and the 
other line is to execute a corresponding movement or to stand fast, 
the command will state the number of the first line. 

When the same movement is to be executed by both lines, the 
commands will be the same as for a single line. All the move- 
ments heretofore explained for one line may be executed at the 
same time b^ both lines, except that as one line advances the other 
will be reqmred to retire. 

Article II. 

MANUAL OF THE SABBR. 

27. The instruction under this head is given to squads of four or 
more men placed in single rank or line on foot. The scabbard is 
hooked up, unless otherwise prescribed. When marching in double 
time the drawn saber is earned at port, and the left hand steadies 
the scabbard. 

2§. The instructor points out and names the different parts of 
the saber, scabbard, and saber knot (par. 8); he also explains such 
of the definitions as are necessary (par. 10). 

39. 1. Draw, 2. SABER. 

At the command draw, unhook the saber with the thumb and 
first two fingers of the left hand, thumb on the end of the hook, 
fingers lifting the upper ring; pass the right hand thru the saber 
knot and push the sliding loop up to the wrist with the left hand; 
f^rasp the scabbard with the left hand at the upper band, bring the 
hilt a little forward, seize the gripe with the right hand, and draw 
the blade 6 inches out of the scabbard, pressing the scabbard against 
the thigh with the left hand. 

At the command saber draw the saber quickly, raising the arm to 
its full extent to the right front, at an angle of about 45^, the saber. 
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edge down, in aettatght line with the arm; make a slight pause and 
bnng the back of the blade i^inst the upper arm, edge to the front, 
arm nearly extended, hand by the eide, elbow b^k, third and 
fourth fingers back of the gripe; at the same time hook up the scab- 
bard with the thumb and firet two fingers of the left hand at the 



Tig. 6, Par, 2». Fig, 6, Par, 29. ng, 7^ p„. jj, 

upper ring; drop the left hand by the eide. This is the position of 
carry saber, dismounfod. 
Tne following movements are executed from the position of carry 

30. 1. Present 2. SABER. . 

Carry the saber to the front, base of the hilt as hi^h as the chin 
and 6 inches'in front of the neck, edge to the left, point 6 inches in 
front of the hilt, the gripe in the full grasp. 

1. Carry, 2. SABER. Resume position of carry saber. 

31. 1. Inspection. 2. SABER. 

Take the position of present saber. ( TWO) Turn the wrist to the 
right, the hand remaining in position; at the same time retaic the 
grasp and turn the saber to the right between the thumb and fliers 
so as to show the other side of the blade. ( THREE) Keaume carry 
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39. 1. Port. 2. SMBER. 

Place the right hand in full erasp in front of the hip and at the 

height of the waist, the blaHe edge to the front, 
directed diagonally to the left front, the point 
in front of the left shoulder. 

1. Carry. 2. SABE/t.—Resame the position of 
carry saber. 
33. 1. /tetarn, 2. SABEfl. 
At the command return, carry the rizht hand 
in front of and 6 inches from the left stioulder, 
the saher vertical, edge to the left; at the same 
time unhook and lower the ecabl^rd with the 
left hand, supporting the upper ring on the 
middle finger, the thumb and forefinger hold- 
ing the scabbard above the ring, the arm ex- 
tended, the hand turned out- 
ward; turn the head to the 
left, fix the eyes on the mouth 
of the scabbard, raise the right 
hand vertically and lower the 
blade, passing the back across 
and along the left arm, point 
to the rear, insert the blade S 
inches in the scabbard and 
turn the head to the front. 
At the command saber, with 
> a quick movement send the 
Fig 8, For 90 saber to the hilt into the scab- 

bard, free the wrist from the 
saber knot and drop the right hand by the side; 
hook up the saber, turning it toward the body, 
guard to the rear, and drop the left hand by the 
eide. 

34. The squad is rested as without arms. 
Being at carrj; saber: X. Parade, 2. REST. 
Take the position of parade rest, dropping the pig 9 Pm si 
point of the saber so that it will be on or near the 
groundinfrontofthecenterofthebody, edge of the blade to the right. 
At the command attention, resume the position of the soldier and 
return to carry aabtr. 
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35. DISMISSED: This command is given with the squad in rank 
and sabers in the scabbards. 

For officers and for noncommissioned officers out of rank armed with the 

saber. 

36. At the command order arms, drop the saber to the front, 
point on or near the ground, edge down, gripe in full grasp, arm 
extended. This is the position of order saber. 

The rifles of the command being at the order, if an^ portion of 
the manual of arms other than present or parade rest is executed, 
the saber is brought to the carry. 

37. Being at the carry or order: 1. Present, 2, SABER {ARMS). 
At the command present, officers execute present saber (par. 30). 

At the command saber {arms), officers lower the saber, point in pro- 
longation of the right foot and near the ground, edge to the left, 
hand by the side, thumb on left side of gripe, arm extended. Non- 
commissioned officers execute present saber at the command saber 
{arms), as prescribed in paragraph 30. 

38. Being at the carry or order: 1. Parade, 2. REST. Take the 
position of parade rest, the point of the saber on 6r near the ground, 
in front of the center of the body, edge of the blade to the nght. 

To resume the attention command: ATTENTION. 

39. At ceremonies, officers, and noncommissioned officers with 
saber drawn, execute present saber, carry saber, parade rest and order 
saber. 

While reading orders, the saber may be held suspended by the 
saber knot at the wrist. 
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CIBCLKS, MODLINETS, AND BIUPLE PABRIKS, CUTS, . 

40. The men, armed with the saber, are formed in one line with 
intervals of 3 yarda. The sabers are then drawn and scabbaida 
hooked up (par. 29). The instructor commanite; 

1. GUAhO. 



the elijow will be about 4 

inches from the body, the 
right hand, in tierce, at a 
height halfway between the 
right shoulderand the waist 
The rieht hand and elbow 
shoula be in the vertical 
plane to the front passint; 
through the right hip. The 
point of the saber is placed 
at the height of the chin 
and in front of the left eye, 
edge of the blade to the 
right and slightly upward. 
At the same time unhook 
the scabbard with the left 
hand, grasp it between the 
rings, back of the hand ont- 
wara, turn the hand inward, 
and place the left wrist 
v\g 10 Par 40 acroaatheemalloFtheback. 

When no scabbard ie 
worn, the left wrist occupies the same position. 

This guard is also known as the right guard; it is the guard com- 
monly used and the one to be taken at the command guard, which 
may begiveu in any position of the body or the saber. 

41. To change to tbe left guard, the instructor commands: 
1. iflff. 2. GUARD. 

The hand is quickly turned in carie and shifted to the correspond- 
ing position in front of the left side, edge of the blade to the left, 
point opposite the right eye. The original guard is resumed at the 
command guard. 
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From either pfaition of guard; 1, Carr]/. 2. SXBER. Resume 
position of paragraph 29, 

43. All the leg movementa are executed aa without arma (para. 
15 to 25, inclusive). Care muat be taken not to derange the 
poedtion of the aaber. The movements ahould be solely 1^ move- 



fig, ii, Par. 11. 

ments, the hand and aaber being moved aa little aa poseible. 
Practise shonld be continued until the deaired stability ia attained. 
The circlea, moulineta, parries, cuts, thrusts, and combinationa 
thereof are taught from guard, but they may be executed from any 
position. 

Circlea and Moa/inets. 

43> What the leg exerciser are to the legs the circles and mouli- 
neta are to the arms; they give suppleneaa and atrength to the wrist, 
and thua increaae the skfll and confidence of the soldier. They are 
executed from guard and should be frequently repeated, each drill 
beginning and terminating therewith. The movementa ahould be 
made with a quicknesa proportioned to the proareee of the men, 
remembering that force is less necessary than akill. 
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44. 1. Left, 2. CIRCie. 

Raise the extended right arm to the front until the hand, in tierce, 
IB at the height of the forehead, blade in prolonf^ation of the arm. 
(TiVQ) Move the point to the left, describe a horizontal circle and 
finish with the hand In carte, edge of the blade to the left. (_THfl££) 
Resume initial position. 

4ft. 1. Bight 2. CKCLM. 

Ruee the extended right arm to the front until the hand, in carte, 
is at the height of the forehead. ( TMfO) Move the point to the 



Fig. 12, Par. «. 

right and describe a horizontal circle, finishing with the hand in 
tierce, edge of blade to right. (THREE) Resume initial position. 

46, The moulineta are circles approximately vertical, and in the 
case of mounted troops are supposed to clear an imaginary horse's 
head and neck. 

1. Laft.2. MOUUMET. 

Extend the right arm to the front and slightly to the left, the 
hand in tierce and as high as the forehead, point of the saber in 
front of the left shoulder and a little higher than the hand. (TWO) 
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Lower the blade, ed^ to the front, and describe a vertical circle, 
fiaiehlDg with hand in tierce, [THREE) Resume initial position. 
• JT. 1. ftight,2. HOULINET. 

Extend the ri^ht arm to the front, hand in 
carte and as high as the forehead, the point 
in front of the right shoulder and a little 
higher than the hand. [TWO) Lower the 

blade, edge to the front, and 

describe a vertical circle, 

the blade paseing cloee to 

the right elbow. {THHEE) 

Bexume initial position. 



. 1. Left and right 
(right and left). 2. MOffU- 

uir. 



Execute the firet motion 
of left (right) moulinet, 
( TWO ) Execute the second 
motionofleft (right) mouli- 
net, and, without pausing, 
move the hand, turn the 
wrist and execute the sec- 
ond motion of right (left) 
moulinet. [ THREE] Re- 
sume initial position. 

49. 1. Rear. 2. MOULI- 
MET. 

Raise the arm to the 
right and rear to its full 
extent, point of the saber 
upward, edge to the right, ««. is, p«i. «. 

body tomed slightly to the 
right. {TWO) Move the point to the left and 
describe a vertical circle in rear of the body. 
[THREE) Resume initial nosition. 
90. In executing circles and moulinete the 
_ right arm should be kept as steady as possible, 

V\g. 14. Far. 19. the saber being controlled by movements of the 

hand and wrist. 
The instructor may repeat the command two and cause the sec- 
ond motion of circles and moulinets to be repeated. 

Al. When the men execute the circles and moulinets well, the 
instructor, causes them to execute several in succession without 
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pausing. For this purpose he commands: 1, Continue the motion, 
2. Left (or right), 3. ClltCLE. or 2. Left (or right, or rear, or /tff and 
rig/,t.oT right and /eft). 3. MOVU//ET. 4. Ctfiftfl. 



S3. The parries are intended to ward off the cute and thrusts of 

the adversary. The cuts should be received on the heavy part of 



Ftg. 15, Pur. M, Fig. 16. Par, M. Klg. 17, Par 56. 

the blade and so that the oppoeing blade will slide toward and be 
stopt by the hilt. The nearer the hilt a blow is received the less 
force is required to deSect or stop it. 

The parriee are habitually executed from the guard, bat should 
also be taught from the left guard and from every position of cute, 
thrusts, feints, and parries. They should be made quickly, the 
hand moving only as far as necessary to afford cover. The position 
of the band and saber in the different parries will vary somewhat 
accordii^ to the direction of the cut. The paniea for the tlimBts 
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are the eame as for cuts except that leae movement ie required to 
deflect the adverearj-'H blade. 
53. 1. Tierce. 2. PARRY. 

Carry the hand and saber ouickly, so aa to cover the rieht arm 
and shoulder, point in the plane of the right 
shoulder. (TWO) Reaume guard. 

94. 1. Carta. 2. PARRY. 

Turn the hand in carte and carry it elightty 
to the left, so as to cover left arm and shoulder 
(TWO) Rceume guard. 

Low tierce parry and low carle parry are exe- 
cuted in the same way as tierce parry and carte 
parrv, except that the point is lowered to the 
heignt of the belt. 

S5. 1. Head. 2. PARRY. 

Raise the hand in front of 
the right shoulder a little 
higher than the head, arm 
slightly bent, the blade, edge 
up, pointing diagonally to 
the left, forward and upward. 
The hand should be moved 
so as to pwirry according to 
the direction of the attack. 
(TWO) Resume guard. 

9«.l. Left High. 2. PARRY. 

Turn the hand in carte and 
carry it to the left and a lit- 
tle higher thaa the head; 
upper arm horizontal, fore- 
arm nearly vertical; edge of 
blade to the left, point diago- 
nally forward, upward, and - - 
Fis IB Par 56. totheright,theheavypartof Flg.is.Par. 67. 
the blade covering the head. 
(TWO) Resume guard. 
This parry should be uaed with caution and to a limited extent 

si. 1. Left Law. 2. PARRY. 

Raise the arm, nearly straight, and at the same time move it to tbo 
left BO that the hand in tierce will be at the height of the chin, the 
point downward and forward, the edge to the left and covering 
the left side of the body. (TWO) Resume guard. 
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Combination parries. 

5§. After the simple parries are well understood and properly 
executed, commands may be given for combination parries; for 
example: 

1. Head and Left High, 2. PARRY. 

Execute quickly the first motion of head parry and pass at once 
to the first motion of left high parry. ( TWO) Resume guard. 

In this manner a number of combinations may be executed. It 
is advisable in the beginning to combine only two; later, three or 
four may be combinedin one command. 

The simple and combined parries should also be practised in com- 
bination with the leg movements, except the lunge; for example: 

1. Advance and Head, 2. PARRY. 

1. Retire and Left Low, 2. PARRY. 

Etc., etc. 

Cuts — General Principles. 

59. The cuts are divided into long cuts and short cuts. In the 
former the cut proper is preceded by a swing of the forearm and 
saber, the point describing the arc of a circle of which the elbow 
joint is the center; the upper arm is moved as little as possible. 
T6e force of the cut may be increased by a movement of the wrist 
from the thumb toward the little finger. In the short cuts the 
hand and saber are already in proper position for executing the cut, 
and, at most, only a slight preliminary movement is made before 
executing the cut, which results principally from a motion of the 
wrist. The short cuts are generally directea against the arm of the 
adversary. 

The cuts are habitually executed in connection with the exten- 
sion (par. 24). After the correct positions are acquired, the cuts 
should frequently be practised in combination with the advance, 
the retire, and the lunge, pursuant to command. 

The long cuts are first made with large swin^, but after the men 
learn to deliver the cuts truly and with precision the swings are 
reduced until they assume the quick and practical form required. 
As the long cuts uncover the body they must be used with caution. 

Cuts delivered from above are called head or high cuts; they may 
be vertical, right oblique, or left oblique. Cuts against the right 
side are callea tierce cuts, against the left side, carte cuts. They 
may be classified as horizontal, high, and low. 
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60. 1. Front, 2. CUT. 

Swins the blade to the left and over the head ; upper arm nearly 
vertical, elbow well bent, forearm pointing to the rear, blade in 
prolongation of forearm, edge up. (TU/O) Stra^hten the arm 

BnergeHcally and strike the '■ — ' -' '*-- --•'- --■ ' >-'-'- 

down, hand at the height of 

61. 1. Left High, 2. CUT. 
First motion eame as for 

front cat, except that the hand 
is a little out from the shoul- 
der, point slightly to the left 
rear. (TWO) Cut at left side 
of head or neck of adversary. 
( THREE) Eeaume guard. 

63. 1. Right High, 2. CUT. 
First motion same as for 

front cut, except that the wrist 
is turned elightly inward, the 
point to the right rear. ( TWO) 
Cut at right side of head or 
neck. {THREE) ReBunte gu&rd. 

63.1. Carte.2. CUT. 

Swing the saber to the left 
over the head, the elbow well 
bent, the hand to tlie right oE 
the right shoulder, blade 
pointing to the right rear, edge 
to the front, point a little 
higher than the head. ( TWO) 

Straighten the arm with pjg, 20, Par. 60. 

energy, making a horizontal 

cut to the left and stopping with the hand in carto in front of the 
right shoulder. (THREE) Resume guard. 

64. 1, Tieree.2. CUT. 

Turn the hand quickly in carte, drop the point and swing the 
saber to the rear and over the head; stop the hand to the left of the 
head, forearm pointing to the left rear, blade in prolongation of the 
forearm, ed^ to the front, pointing a little higher than the head. 
(7'H'O) Straighten the arm with energy and make a horizontal cut 
to the right, the hand in tierce stopping in front of the right shoulder. 
ITHREE) Resume guard. 
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By prefixing the words high or low, or deaignating the parts to be 
hit, the cute in carte and tierce may be made E^iost any part of tlie 
body from knee to shoulder. 

65. When the cuts are properly executed combinationH maybe 
made of parries followed by cuts, aadof cuts followed by parries, as; 

1. Head parry and right high, 2. CUT. 

2. Left high parr/ and tierce, 2. CUT. 



Fig. 21 Pbt. 6S. rig. 22, Par. S4, 

3. Front cat and head, 2. PAftltr. 

4. Tierce cut and right. 2. PARRY. 

66> To combine Teg movements with cuts, commands may be 
^ven as follows; 

1. AdrancB and tierce, 2. CUT. 

2. Advance, lunge, and tierce, 2. CUT. 

3. Lunge and tierce, 2. CUT. 
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Practise all the cuts in connection with the lunge, care being ex- 
ercised that the lunge and cut are completed at precisely the same 
instant. If this is done, the adversary will receive the combined 
force of the cut and the forward movement. 

Thrusts. 

6 7. The thrusts are of special importance. They are more quickly 
executed, generally more effective, and more diflBcult to parry than 




the cuts. It is not advisable to attempt complicated thrusts with 
the saber. A few simple movements, acquired so as to be dexter- 
ously and precisely executed, are to be preferred. The point may 
be used to advantage against an adversary who does not xeep him- 
self well covered; against one who rushes and in doing so exposes 
himself; as a time thrust against one who is slow in delivering his 
attack; or as a return to a cut or thrust, and in connection with 
feint of cut. 

The thrusts are habitually executed with extension (par. 24), but 
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frequent practise ehould be held in combination with the advance, 
retire, and especiallv the lange. 

6S. 1. Tierce. 2. THRUST. 

Quickly raise the hand to the height of the chin and turn the 
back thereof to the left; edge of the blade up, point as high as the 
breast. (TWO) Straighten the arm, thrust to the front and extend 
(par. 24), the point aimed at the adversary's breast, the hand as 
high as the forehead. (THREE) Resume guard. 

09. 1. Carte. 2. THRUST. 

Tarn the hand quickly in carte and raise it to the height of the 



Bhonlder, e<^ of the blade to the left, point as high as the breast. 

(rtfO) Thrust to the front of the b ■ ■" 

same time extend (par. 24) and raisi 
head. (THREE) Beau me guard. 

Low tierce and htr carte thrust are similarly executed, the point 
being directed at the adversary's waist. 

TO. When the thmsts are well understood they should be com- 
bined with the parries; tor eicample — 

1, Head parry an</ tierce. 2. THRUST. 

2. Carte parry and carte. 2. THRUST. 
Etc., etc. 
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Awkward combinations should be avoided. 

In order to attain the highest degree of accuracy in lunging, first 
extend the arm and then execute the lunge. The force of impact 
depends upon the force of the lunge, not on the strength of the arm. 

Article IV. 

SABER EXERCISE IN TWO LINES. 

71. The saber exercises in two lines consist principally of com- 
binations of cuts, thrusts, parries, and leg movements executed at 
command, the opponent r^pl^^ing with suitable parries and returns. 
Such exercises form the transition to the exercises at will; the latter 
should not be permitted until the instructor gives orders to that 
effect. 

The desired movements of attack and defense having been ex- 
plained, the preparatory command will state the movements for the 
attack, and tne command ASSAULT becomes the signal for execu- 
tion. At the conclusion of each attack, guard is resumed as quickly 
as possible without further command. 

73. The men, equipped with special sabers, masks, plastrons, and 
gauntlets, are formed m two lines facing each other, with intervals of 
three yards between files and a distance of about two yards between 
the lines. 

One line is designated as Number One; the other as Number Two. 
The instructor will cause the corresponding files to take position 
exactly opposite each other. 

73, 1. Proye, 2. DISTANCE. 

Execute left half face, extend the arm and saber horizontally to 
the front, edge of blade to the right, and take distance, the point 
just touching the opponent's hilt. 

The Engagements. 

74* Both lines being at the guard, to engage. No. 1 and No. 2 
cross sabers, ed^e against edge, 8 to 12 inches from the point. The 
engagement is tierce when the back of the hand is up, edge of the 
bl£le to the right, and the adversary's blade is kept to the right. 
The engagement is carte when the hand is in front of the left breast, 
back down, edee of blade to the left, point at the height of and in 
front of the right eye, and the adversary's blade is kept to the left. 
The engagement in tierce is ^nerally the better, because the more 
natural and less tiresome position to hold the saber. 
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Being at the guard: 

1. No. 1 Tierce, 2. ENGAGE. 

1. No.1 Carte, 2. ENGAGE. 

When No. 1 engages, No. 2 covers, taking the same engagement. 

When changing tne engagement, the point is dropt just enough 
to pass under the adversary's blade, at the same time turning and 
shifting the hand; the adversary then turns and shifts his hand so. 
as to cover. 

75, 1. No 1, 2. AD— VANCE. 

Execute as in paragraph 16, without crowding and with the least 
possible movement of the blade. No. 2 executes retire. The move- 
ment is Te versed at the command 1. No. 2, 2. AD — VANCE. 

Cuts, Thrusts, and Parries. 

76, After some practise with the simple extension (par. 24), the 
cuts and thrusts should generally be executed in connection with 
the lunge. The instructor may caution with lunge, or may cause it 
to be understood that until further orders cuts and thrusts will be 
executed accompanied by the lunge. 

2. Front cut, 

2. Left high cut, 

2. Right high cut, 

2. Carte cut, 

2 Tierce cut 

1. No. 1, {2. Low carte cut, 3. ASSAULT. 

2. Low tierce cut. 

2. Tierce thrust, 

2. Carte thrust, 

2. Low tierce thrust, 

2. Low carte thrust. 

No. 1 executes the cut or thrust and No. 2 parries; conversely, at 
command, No. 2 cuts or thrusts and No. 1 parries. 

Short Cuts. 

77, The instructor will now teach the men the short cuts — that 
is, cuts executed with the smallest possible movement of the blade. 
In order that these cuts may be delivered with force the following 
movements must be properly executed: Raise the hand, pivoted on 
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the wrist, just high enough for the point to clear the adversary's 
point; then, by a forcible extension of the arm and quick bending at 
the wrist; deliver the cut, accompanied by a lunge. These move- 
ments are the same for all short cuts and are of great importance, as 
they afford the least possible chance of detection. The short cuts 
are also valuable as returns. 

Simple Feints. 

7§. In order to draw the adversary out and induce him to expose 
that part of his body on which the attack is to be made, it is advis- 
able to execute the feint with a circular movement and then make 
the cut or thrust with the shortest possible movement. The instruc- 
tor may command: 1. No. 1, 2. Feint front, and /eft high cut, 3. 
ASSAULT. No. 1 executes the feint and then the cut with lunge. 
No. 2 executes both parries. Care should be exercised that the 
blades do not touch while feinting and that the lunge is not executed 
until the cut is to be made. 

Examples of simple feints: 

1. Feint left high, and right high cut, ASSAULT. 

2. Feint right high, and left high cut, ASSAULT. 

3. Feint front, and left high cut, ASSAULT. 

4. Feint low carte, and low tierce cut, ASSAULT. 

5. Feint front cut and tierce thrust, ASSAULT. 

6. Feint low tierce cut, and low tierce thrust, ASSAULT, 

Etc., etc. 

Double feints. 

79. In double feints first one portion of the body and then 
another is threatened, and a third is attacked. 

The instructor commands: 

1. No. 1, 2. Feint left and right high, and left high cut, 3. 
ASSAULT. 

No. 1 feints left high, then right high cut, and then makes a cut 
at left high with lunge; No. 2 executes three parries. 

Examples of double feints. 

1. Feint front and left high, and right high cut, ASSAULT. 

2. Feint tierce and carte, and right high cut, ASSAULT. 

3. Feint low carte and low tierce cut, and tierce thrust, ASSAULT. 

Etc., etc. 

13010—07 8 
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Returns. 

§0* At this stage the instructor will introduce combinations in- 
volving the return (counter attack). With beginners all the move- 
ments will be explained to the extent deemed necessary, and then 
executed at the command ASSAULT. Commencing with simple 
combinations the instruction will progress to the more complicated ; 
for example: 

1. i/o. 7, front cut 2. Mo. 2, return /eft high cut 3. ASSAULT. 

No. 1 executes front cut, No. 2 parries and immediately returns 
with left high cut, which No. 1 parries; both numbers then resume 
guard. In tnese exercises the endeavor is made to deliver the return 
before the one making the attack can recover from the lunge and 
parry the return. 

§1. Examples of combinations of two cuts: 

1. Left high cut, return right high cut 

2. Carte cut, return right high cut. 

3. Tierce cut, return left high cut 
Etc., etc. 

53. Examples of combinations of three cuts: 

1. Left high cut, return right hiah cut, return carte cut. 

2. Right high cut, return right high cut, return right high cut 

3. Carte cut, return front cut, return left high cut. 
Many other combinations may be made. 

The leading number makes the first cut and the second return; 
each cut should be parried. 

§3. In the same manner cuts and thrusts ipay be combined, and 
single and double feints should frequently form part of the combi- 
nation. The commands, for example, would be as follows: 

1. No. 1, 2. Feint tierce cut, ana low tierce thrust, 3. Mo. 2, 4. 
Return front cut 5. ASSAULT. 

1. No. 2, 2. Feint left high cut and front cut, and tierce thrust, 3. 
No, 1, 4. Re*urn right high cut, 5. ASSAULT. 

Indirect Thrusts. 

54. In these exercises the attack is made by changing the point. 
Being at carte engage: 1. No. 1, 2. Disengage and tierce thrust 3. 
ASSAULT. 

At disengaee the point is quickly changed to the side opposite the 
engagement by moving it under No. 2*s blade and the thrust is 
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delivered on that side. No. 2 parries with carte, low carte, or left 
parry. Similarly from the tierce engage. 

The disengage may be double. For example, being at tierce 
engage: 1. No. f, 2. Feint disengage, disengage and carte thrust, 3. 
ASSAULT. 

No. 1 feints the disengage and, upon No. 2's parry, disengages 
again and thrusts. Similarly from carte engage. 

Feint in Line and Disengage. 

S5« Being at tierce engage: 

1. Mo. 1, 2. Feint in line, disengage and carte thrust, 3. ASSAULT* 
No. 1 extends his arm as if to lunge in the line of engagement, 
and when No. 2 opposes, changes his point under No. 2*8 olade and 
lunges in the high line on the opposite side. No. 2 opposes bv 
moving his blade slightly to the right and then parries carte of left 
low. Similarly from carte engage. 

Disengage and Thrust Low. 

86. Being at carte engage: 

1. No. 1, 2. Disengage and low carte thrust, 3, ASSAULT, 

No. 1. disengages rather high arid upon parry by No. 2 drops tliti 
point and thrusts low. No. 2 parries carte and left low* Hlinilarly 
from tierce engage. 

The low thrusts may also be executed from double of U^\\\i ol 
disengage. 

Article V. 

SABER EXERCISE AT WILL. 

8 7. When the combinations of the preceding articles are «« wjtJted 
with sufficient skill the instructor will devise longer oneu or vxmrmH 
at arms to be memorized and executed at the (command assault The 
accuracy and celerity of the movementfl will l>e <;arefully watched 
by the instructor with a view to correction of faulty execution. 

88. Satisfactory progress having been ma^le, the instructor will 
proceed to the exercise at will, by which in meant combats between 
two men, each endeavoring to hit the other and to avoid being hit 
himself. This object will generally be Yrent accomplished by pei^ 
forming the various movements in the manner prescribed. 
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§9. The instructor can supervise only one pair of combatantR at 
a time. Frequent changes should be made, so that the men may 
learn from each other. A strong and skilful opponent will inspire 
caution, whereas with a weaker one more vigorous action is indi- 
cated, and the recognized superiority imparts coolness and confi- 
dence, which are valuable qualities in combat. 

00. The assault should simulate as closely as practicable the con- 
ditions of actual combat, and should be entered into with caution, 
the guard being assumed before the adversary comes within reach. 

The combat must not begin until the instructor commands GO, 
after which either party has the right to attack. To stop the con- 
test the instructor will command HALT, at which the combatants 
will immediately come to attention and then remove their masks. 

The instructor will closely observe the contest and decide doubt- 
ful points. He will at once stop the combat upon the slightest indi- 
cation of temper. After conclusion of the combat he will comment 
on the action of both parties, point out errors and deficiencies, and 
explain how they may be avoided in the future. 

BULES FOR EXERCISES AT WILL. 

91. (a) Begin the contest with simple, careful movements, with 
a view to forming a correct opinion of the adversary; afterwards, 
everything will depend on quick perception of the adversary's inten- 
tion, coolness, and rapid and correct execution of the movements. 

(b) When it is necessary to stop the contest, for example, because 
of breaking of weapons or displacement of means of protection, take 
the position of carry saber. 

f c) After receiving a fair hit, a return is not permitted. 

(d) Continual retreat from the adversary's attack and frequent 
dodging to escape cuts or thrusts should be avoided. 

(e) Maintain position on the directing line and at normal dis- 
tance — never nearer than short distance. 

(f) Do not attack until the adversary is ready and in condition to 
defend himself. 

(g) Upon receiving a cut or thrust call out '* Hit." Grazing 
thrusts and hits with the flat of the blade do not count. 

HINTS FOR INSTRUCTORS. 

92. All the prescribed movements, both simple and in combina 
tion, must be executed with the greatest precision. 
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The instructor must be master of his weapon, not only to show 
the various movements, but also to lead in the exercises at will. He 
should stimulate the zeal of the men and arouse pleasure in the 
work. 

The character of each man, his bodily conformation, and his degree 
of skill must always be taken into account. When the instructor 
is demonstrating the combinations, feints, and returns, the rapidity 
of his attack should be regulated by the skill of the pupil, and no 
more force than is necessary should be used. If the pupil exposes 
himself too much in the feints and parries, the instructor will, by a 
cut or thrust, convince him of his error; but if these returns be too 
swiftly or too strongly made, the pupil will become too cautious and 
the precision of his attack will be impaired. The object is to teach 
the pupil, not to give exhibitions of superior skill. 

Occasionally the instructor will leave himself uncovered and fail 
to parry, in order to teach the pupil to take quick advantage of such 
opportunities. 

GENERAL PRINCIP1.ES FOR COMBAT. 

93* When engaging in an assault, first study the adversary's 
position and proceed by false attacks, executed with speed, to dis- 
cover, if possible, his instinctive parries. These false attacks should 
be civen the appearance of real attacks, without, however, coming 
within reach of the opponent's blade. 

When confronted by one who rushes, it is best to retreat until he 
is under the impression that that is your defense; then wait for the 
next rush and pin him at the very beginning. This is termed a 
atop thrust 

Aim at the most exposed part of the body, his sword arm, and if 
that can not be reached by a direct attack, endeavor to mislead 
him by making a distinct feint at some part of the body the parry 
for which exposes the arm, and then cut at the arm with the true 
or false edge of the blade. For instance, feint low cut, aiming about 
midway between breast and waist, and at the moment he parries 
cut at the arm. 

Use the time thrust only when your adversary is awkward or too 
deliberate in delivering his attack. It must be made at the very 
instant he prepares to attack you, otherwise it is useless. 

Deliver your attacks promptly and keep your body well covered 
by your blade and arm. Do not make cuts with so much force as to 
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carry the hand beyond the body in case no resistance is met. 
Always maintain a strong opposition and keep your own line of 
attack well covered. 

Endeavor to overcome the tendency of making a return without 
knowing where it will hit. Making returns blindly is a bad habit 
and leads to instinctive returns; that is, habitually returning with 
certain cuts from certain parries, a condition which the skilled oppo- 
nent will not be long in discovering. 

To sum up: Keep cool; study your adversary and try to discover 
his game; watch for opportunities and make instant use of them. 
If you know your adversary's game, take advantage of it; if not, 
try to make him play yours. 



PART II. 

SABER EXERCISE, MOUNTED. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

94. In the endeavor to face each other, adversaries on foot gen- 
erally meet in the directing line. The mounted soldier, however, 
may be attacked from any direction in which he is not covered bv 
the horse or his equipments, and often can not turn his mount with 
sufficient quickness to face the opponent. The cuts, thrusts, and 
parries must^ therefore, be modified so as to be suitable for attack 
and defense in various directions. 

05* On the other hand, many of the saber exercises on foot find 
no practical application mounted; but they have served to convert 
the recruit into a swordsman who has acquired strength, skill, a 
quick eye, and confidence in himself. In the meantime, thru dili- 
gent instruction in equitation, the recruit should have become a 
sufficientlv good rider to be able to keep his horse well in hand. 
This is 01 such importance that it is safe to say that a good rider 
who is a weak swordsman would have the advantage over a good 
swordsman who is a poor rider. Mounted saber exercises should, 
therefore, not be attempted with men who have not gained confi- 
dence on horseback. 

96. The saber action of two mounted men during contact will 
hardly amount to more than a'quick thrust or strong cut, with parry 
and quick return, or a beating or pushing aside of the adversaries 
blade in order to make a cut Or thrust. Fencing on horseback being 
generally impracticable, practise in complicated combinations is 
unnecessary. 

97. Instruction in the use of the saber mounted will at first be 
given at a halt. When the various movements are well executed, 
the exercise will be held at all gates and over various kinds of 
ground. The formation for this purpose will be line with intervals, 
or column of troopers with distances increased to 2 yards. 

39 
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Article I. 

MANUAL OF THE SABER, MOUNTED. 

9§. When the saber is worn, it is unhooked as the trooper places 
himself opposite the horse's shoulder, after the command prepare to 
mount 

Before beginning the manual a few movements may be executed 
to quiet the horses. 

99. 1. Draw, 2. SABER. 

At the command draw, pass the right hand thru the saber knot, 
without quitting the reins with the left hand; seize the gripe and 
draw the blade 6 inches from the scabbard. 

At the command saber, draw the saber quickly, raising the arm to 
its full extent to the right front at an angle of about 45®, the saber, 
edge down, in a straight line with the arm; make a slight pause and 
bring the back of the blade against the right upper arm, cage to the 
front, elbow near the body, wrist resting on the thigh without con- 
straint, little fiijger opposite the gripe. The bridle hand should not 
be deranged and the right shoulder not thrown back. This is the 
position of carry saber, mounted. 

100. The following movements are executed from the position 
of carry saber: 

1. Present, 2. SABER. Same as in paragraph 30. 

101. 1. Port, 2. SABER. 

Lower the point of the saber to the left so that the blade, edge to 
the front, will rest on the left forearm near the wrist; the right hand 
remains on the thigh. 

t02. 1. Charge, 2. SABER. 

Raise the hand, in tierce, as high as the eye; carry back the right 
shoulder, elbow to the rear; edge of the blaae up, point to the front 
and as high as the breast. 

From the positions of present, port, and charge saber, the carry 
is resumed at the commands 1. Carry, 2. SABER. 

103. 1. Inspection, 2. SABER. Same as in paragraph 31. 

104. 1. Return, 2. SABER. 

At the command return, raise the right hand to the full extent of 
the right arm vertically above the right shoulder, saber in prolon- 
gation of the arm, edge to the front; make a slight pause, then 
quickly drop the point of the saber to the front toward the scabbard, 
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fix the eyee on the opening of the scabbard, and insert the blade 
6 inches in the Hcabbard; turn the eyee to the front. At the com- 
mand saber, with a quick movement send the saber to the hilt into 
the scabbard, free the wrist from the saber knot, and drop the right 
hand by the side. 

The bridle hand may be used to insert the point of the saber in 
the scabbard, when necessary. 



1. Front take distance, 2. MARCH, 3. Sijuad, 4. HALT. 

At the command march, No. 1 of each four moves straight to the 
front; NoH. 2, 3, and 4 moves straight to the front in succession at a 
distance of 4 feet; the command Salt should be given when No. 4 
has his distance. 

To aasemble: 1. Form, 2. HAHK. Nos. 1 stand fast, Nos. 2, 3, and 
4 move up into their places. 
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other objects likely to be encountered on the field of battle, the 
saber will be of no offensive value as an individual weapon. By 
constant contact in his daily life the horse should gradually become 
so familiar with dummies, posts, targets, and heads that he will 
approach them without hesitation, the test of which will be exer- 
cises at will on open ground without any track whatever. 

1 30. For the exercises at will, the troopers are formed in two 
squads facing each other at a distance of about 100 yards. One 
squad is designated as No. 1, the other as No. 2. llie men are 
armed with special sabers and equipped with masks, etc. At the 
command: 

1. First trooper from the right (or left), 2. MARCH. The designated 
men move diagonallv across the intervening space, meetine midway 
by the right (or left). They are at first taught the simple attack, 
parry and return at a walk, progressing to encounters at the trot and 
gallop, and finally to meeting at will and the attack and defense in 
pursuit. 

131. The rules for exercises at will (par. 91 ) will apply as far as 
practicable. The instructor supervises each contest, decides ques- 
tions arising, corrects errors, and prevents disorder. The command 
halt or next terminates the contest, the troopers joining the opposite 
flank of their squads. 

The instructor from time to time orders movements to quiet the 
horses and to occupy those not engaged in contests. 

1 33. Thruout the exercises care must be taken not to strike the 
horse. The work of a long period of training will be undone if the 
horse be struck repeatedly, especially about the head. 

Mounted Combat. 

133. The parries to the left are relatively awkward, and the cuts 
and thrusts have less reach and force than when made to the right. 
The weakest point is the left rear; an enemy caught in that position 
should be attacked at once. 

It is highly important to maintain at all times the proper position 
and balance of the body; it should not be deranged by cuts or 
thrusts to the extent making it impossible to meet quickly a re- 
turn or an attack from other adversaries. 

If the enemy advance prepared to make along cut, meet him with 
a thrust; this will take effect before the cut can be made, and the 
guard will protect the head. 
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Should the enemy be approaching from the .left rear, halt sud- 
denly and allow him to pass before coming in reach, or turn quickly 
to the right or right ibout, -thus securing an advantageous position. 

When meeting an adversary to the left front, turn sharply to the 
left or left about, thus bringing him on your right, with your saber 
arm free. 

In pursuit endeavor to gain the enemy's left rear; cut at the hocks 
if necessary. 

When pursued keep the enemy to the right rear, and prevent him 
from closing by rear cuts or thrusts, or by striking his horse's 
head, the reins, or the bridle hand. 

In the m^lee continue to cut and thrust with quickness and energy, 
taking advantage of every opportunity presenting itself. 

o 
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106. The movements may be executed from port saber or from 
guard. The position of the body is not changed unless prescribed. 

1. GUARD. 

Move the saber so that the point will be at the height of the chin 
and in front of the left shoulder, arm half extended, elbow in front 

of the right hip, hand in tierce 
and a little higher than the el- 
bow, saber in prolongation of 
the forearm, edge of tne blade 
slightly lower than the back. 
This is the norma/ position of guard, 
mounted. Resume port or carry 
at command. 

The position of guard, in order 
to cover the body, must varv ac- 
cording to the airection of the 
attack. The normal position is 
taken to meet an attack from the 
front and slightly to the right. 
In all cases the eyes must not 
quit the opponent, and the head 
and body, must be turned in his 
direction as far as practicable. 
For guard to the left, the hand 
will be in carte; to the left front, 

_, „ ^^ hand in tierce, which will favor 

Fig. 27, Par. 106. ^^^^ j.^^^^ ^j^^g^ 

Circles and Moulinets. 

107. The circles and moulinets, mounted, serve to maintain 
strength and suppleness of the wrist and to accustom the horse to 
the saber. They are executed from guard or port saber in the man- 
ner prescribed in paragraphs 44 to 51, inclusive. Special care will 
be taken to avoid striking the horse. 

Parries. 

108. 1. Right 2. PARRY. 

Carry the hand quickly a little to the right, point of the saber as 
high as the eye and opposite the right shoulder, edge to the right, 
so as to cover the right arm and shoulder. ( TWO) Resume initial 
position. 
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I09. ]. Left.2.P»RRr. 

Tiim the hand quickly in carlo and carry it to the left, just above 
the left forearm, edge of the blade to the left, point to the front, as 
high as the eye, and a little to the left of the left shoulder, so as to 
cover the left arm and shoulder, ( TWO) Resume initial position. 



110. Lonf right parry und low laft parry a.Te e>;ecuted in the earn e 
manner ae right parry and left parry, except that the point ia low- 
ered BO as to cover the leg, 

111. 1. Head, 2. PAH ft?. 
Exet^uted as in paragraph 55. 
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113. 1. Right bayonet 2. PARRY. 

Turn the head to the right, throwing back the right shoulder, 
raise the saber, arm extending upward to the right and rear, hand 
in tierce, edge of the blade to the left, point upward. {TWO) 
Describe a circle on the right with the arm and saber, dropping the 
point to the rear and bringing it to the front, arm extended; turn 
aside the bayonet with the back of the blade, finishing with the 
hand as high as the head, point upward. {THREE) Resume initial 
position. 

113. 1. Left bayonet, 2. PARRY. 

Turn the head and shoulders to the left; raise the saber, arm 
extended upward to the front and left, hand in tierce^ back of the 
blade to the front, point upward. ( TWO) Describe a circle quickly 
on the left, from front to rear, parallel to the horse's neck, arm 
extended; turn aside the bayonet with the back of the blade, bring- 
ing the hand, still in tierce, above the left shoulder. {THREE) 
Resume initial position. 

Cuts. 

114. All cuts with the hand in tierce, when not executed by the 
numbers, are terminated with a half moulinet in returning to guard 
or port; in all cuts with the hand in carte the hand remains in carte 
to the finish and is then quickly returned to the original position. 
The instructor will insist on perpendicular presentation of the blade 
to- the actual or imaginary surface to be cut before the terminating 
half moulinet begins. 

115. 1. Front, 2. CUT. 

1. Right high, 2. CUT. 

1. Lefthiah,2. CUT. 

Executed as in paragraphs 60, 61, and 62. 

116. 1. Left, 2. CUT. 

Turn the head to the left, raise the saber, arm extended to the 
right; hand, back down, as high as the head, point higher than the 
hand. {TWO) Cut diagonally to the left as high as the neck. 
( THREE) Resume initial position. 

lir. 1. Right, 2. CUT. 

Turn the head to the right, carry the hand opposite the left 
breast, point of the saber upward, edge to the left. ( TWO) Extend 
the arm quickly to its full length and cut horizontally to the right. 
( THREE) Resume initial position. 
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118. The front, left, and right cuts may be Dsed a^nst objects 

on or near the ground and are then made by inclining the body 
forward, close to the horse's neck, the seat close, knees and ankles 
supple, clinging to the horse with the legs and thighs, carrying the 
bridle ha.n<r slightly to the side opposite the cut without checking 
the horse, and cutting at the proper angle without swaying the body 



Big. 30, Par. US. Fig. 81, Par. 117. 

or the horee. They may be practised by prefixing the word low to 
the first command! the height of the object may he indicated by 
the instnictor. 

■ 19. 1. Rear. 2. CUT. 

Turn the head to the right, throwing back the right shoulder; 
carrv the hand near the left breast, blade vertical, edge to the left. 
{TWO) Eictend the arm quickly to its tuJl length and cut horizon- 
tally to the rear in tierce. ( THUEE ) Resume initial position. 
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Pointa. 

130. The remarks made in paraKraph 67 on the advantafee of 
the thrusts apply with still greater force to the points. Witli the 
horse in motion toward the opponent, very little extension of the 
arm ia required, the most important part be- 
ing to direct the point quickly and accurately 
at the adversary. The position of the saber 
should, as far as practicable, afford cover 
aeainst cuts or points by the opponent. 
131. I. r/ercB, 2. POIHT. 
Execute charge saber (par. 102). {TWO) 
Thrust to the ^ont, extending the arm to 
its full extent. {THREE) Resume initial 
position. 

133. I. Carte.2. POINT. 

Lower the hand, back down, near the right 

flf' 

■.o 
EEe 
133. 1. Front,2. POIHT. 
Bend well down to the right, extending the 

arm well down, the hand in rear of the thigh, 

. back of saber up. (WO) Thrust forward, 

FlK, S2. Par. 123. j THREE) Resume initial position. 

124. 1. Left.2. POINT. 

Turn the head and shoulders to the left, draw back the hand in 
tierce toward the right and near the right shoulder, hand at the 
height of neck, edge upward, point to the left and as high as the 
hand. [TWO) Thrust to the left, extending the arm to its full 
length, edge to the front. [THREE] Resume mitial position. 

125. 1. Bight 2. POIHT. 

Turn the head to the right, carry the hand in cbx\» near the left 
breast, edge upward, point to the right and as high as the hand. 
(TWO) Thrnst to the right, extending the arm to lis full lei^h, 
edge to the front. ( THREE) Resume initial position, 

196. Front point, left point, and carte point may be used against 
objects on or near the ground by prefixing the word low to the flrat 
command. The action of the trooper is the same as stated in para- 
graph 118, subetituting "point" for "cut." 
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laT. 1. Bear. 2. POIIHT. 

Turn the head and shoulders to the right and rear and brii^ the 
hand in carte near the left breast, point to the rear and as high as 
the hand, edge up. {TWO) Thrustto the rear, extending the arm to 
its full length, edge to the right. (THREE) Resume initial position. 



rig. SS, Par. IM. 



139. After the troopers have become skilful in the use of the 
saber on foot, have acquired a ^ood seat and good control of the 
horse and know the sater exercise mounted, Ihey will practise cut- 
ting, and thrusting at lieads and riii^ in the riding hall or on the 
track, as prescribed in Cavalry Drill Regulations, The object is to 
give confidence in the use of the edge and point as well as celerity 
of movement and correct judgment of time and distance. 

139, The most important factor of success is the education of 
the horse. Unless he can be made to go straight and fearlessly, 
not only at obstacles but also at men, mounted or on foot, and at 
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other objects likely to be encountered on the field of battle, the 
saber ^ ill be of no offensive value as an individual weapon. By 
constant conta(!t in his daily life the horse should gradually become 
so familiar with dummies, posts, targets, and heads that he will 
approach them without hesitation, the test of which will be exer- 
cises at will on open ground without any track .whatever. 

1 30. For the exercises at will, the troopers are formed in two ' 
squads facing each other at a distance of about 100 yards. One '^ 
squad is designated as No. 1, the other as No. 2. The men are ^ 
armed with special sabers and equipped with masks, etc. At the 
command: * 

1. First trooper irom the right {or left), 2. MARCH. The designated 
men move diagonally across the intervening space, meetine midway 
by the right (or left). They are at first taught the simple attack, 
parry and return at a walk, progressing to encounters at the trot and 
gallop, and finally to meeting at will and the attack and defense in 
pursuit. 

131. The rules for exercises at will (par. 91 ) will apply as far as 
practicable. The instructor supervises each contest, decides ques- 
tions arising, corrects errors, and prevents disorder. The command 
halt or next terminates the contest, the troopers joining the opposite 
flank of their squads. 

The instructor from time to time orders movements to quiet the 
horses and to occupy those not engaged in contests. 

1 32. Thruout the exercises care must be taken not to strike the 
horse. The work of a long period of training will be undone if the 
horse be struck repeatedly, especially about the head. 

Mounted Combat 

133« The parries to the left are relatively awkward, and the cuts 
and thrusts have less reach and force than when made to the right. 
The weakest point is the left rear; an enemy caught in that position 
should be attacked at once. 

It is highly important to maintain at all times the proper position 
and balance of the body; it should not be deranged by cuts or 
thrusts to the extent making it impossible to meet quickly a re- 
turn or an attack from other adversaries. 

If the enemy advance prepared to make a long cut, meet him with 
a thrust; this will take effect before the cut can be made, and the 
guard will protect the head. 
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Should the enemy be approaching from the .left rear, halt sud- 

lenlyand allow him to pass before coming in reach, or turn quickly 

1'* to the right or right -ibout, -thus securing an advantageous position. 

A When meeting an adversary to the leit front, turn sharply to the 

^ left or left about, thus bringing him on your right, with your saber 

arm free. 

In pursuit endeavor to gain the enemy's left rear; cut at the hocks 

I if necessary. 

■' When pursued keep the enemy to the right rear, and prevent him 
. from closing by rear cuts or thrusts, or by striking his horse's 
. head, the reins, or the bridle hand. 

In the m^lee continue to cut and thrust with quickness and energy, 
■ taking advantage of every opportunity presenting itself. 

o 
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